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Using SafeAssign in Blackboard 

DMACC has two plagiarism aids—SafeAssign and Turnitin, both of which are integrated with 

Blackboard and available on an independent platform—to help students and instructors identify 

plagiarism as they progress through drafts. SafeAssign is a program add-on to Blackboard that, 

like Turnitin, evaluates students’ papers to check for plagiarism. The program compares the text 

and characters in the assignment the student uploads with other students’ papers in the college’s 

document archives, some library databases, general Internet pages, and a Global Reference 

database (other colleges’ submissions) to prepare a report regarding how much of the assignment 

has been plagiarized.  

Too long identified with "catching" students in the act of plagiarizing, this tutorial focuses upon 

how both instructors and students can use the programs to assess their papers prior to submitting 

them for grades to lessen the likelihood of plagiarizing. Not only can SafeAssign be used for any 

classes where research papers are assigned, but it can also be used for daily assignments, 

outlines, and general final projects to help curb the amount of copying and pasting and file 

sharing students use to cheat in the college. It aids the instructor in providing an additional form 

of evidence in Academic Misconduct charges, but, more importantly, provides instructors and 

students with a learning tool to teach students how to prepare assignments and how to complete 

them ethically.  

One flaw in using SafeAssign for daily assignments is that if you use a worksheet or common 

assignment and they upload it, of course, the questions posed on the worksheet appear as 

plagiarized. That makes sense since the instructor asks all of the students the same question, but 

to evaluate for plagiarism or cheating, evaluate only the students’ comments and ignore the 

questions on the worksheet. Or, it might be wise to offer it as an assignment without SafeAssign 

evaluating the file. 

SafeAssign is now integrated with the Assignment box, which makes it easy to integrate into a 

class. If a student has already uploaded a paper but updates the file one more time, I can click the 

Clear Attempt button in the submission area, and the student can reupload the updated file. 

Creating the Assignment 
1. Click into the Course Content area and into the folder where the assignment should appear.  

2. Complete the blanks for the Assignment, assigning due dates, points, etc.  
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3. In section “4. Grading” is where the option for using SafeAssign is located. Click the 

“Submission Details” link to open that option. 

4. If the students are completing an individual assignment (are not working on a group paper or 

file), click “Individual Submission.” If the assignment is a group assignment (part of the 

“Groups” tool options), then select “Group Submission.” 

5. Choose between “Single Attempt,” “Multiple Attempts,” or “Unlimited Attempts,” which 

refer to how many times a student can upload and check the file for plagiarism. Some 

instructors limit it to a single attempt to ensure students cannot test the file for plagiarism and 

potentially test how much cheating SafeAssign can find, making that one upload final. 

However, if you know you have a student who is diligent in checking his or her work, then 

you can delete the attempt and allow him or her to reupload the file. If you intend to allow 

students to check for plagiarism, selecting the other options might help you track how much 

they are checking it and keep you from deleting files.  

6. The area labeled “Plagiarism Tools” is where you activate SafeAssign.  

a. Check the “Check submissions for plagiarism using SafeAssign” box.  

b. If you want students to check their reports, then check the “Allow students to view 

SafeAssign originality report for their attempts.” 

c. If you do not want their papers to be added into the Global Reference Database, 

which means SafeAssign keeps the paper electornically on their servers to check 

against others’ papers, then check the box. Part of the purpose of checking papers is 

so that you know if the student is reusing papers or stealing other students’ papers, so 

if you check the 

box, you are not 

allowing other 

instructors to see 

that they student 

has used the paper 

in your class and 

is trying to reuse it 

in other classes.  

 

Recommendation: 

Do not check the 

box.  

7. Finish the remainder of the assignment settings, and click submit to create the assignment. 



SafeAssign 3 

Checking the Paper for Plagiarism 
After students have submitted their assignments, you can check the file for plagiarism. 

1. Click in to the Grade Center, and locate the student’s submission. You can click on the 

student’s name to look only at that student’s submission or click the Action Menu to the 

right of the assignment and 

grade/review all students’ 

assignments. For now, click the 

student’s name. 

 

 

2. The student’s paper appears on 

the left side of the screen, and 

you can grade and make 

comments in the assignment. 

To review the plagiarism 

report, look to the right side, 

and click “Assignment Details.”  

 

a. If the report reads “Report in Progress,” that 

means SafeAssign is still evaluating it for 

plagiarism.  

 

 

b. If it displays “__% overall match,” then click the 

link, and you will see a panel open. Click the 

“View Originality Report” button to review the 

report. 

 

The percentage cannot be used to say a student did or did not 

plagiarize: The report needs to be reviewed to assess it properly. 

However, a report of 100% means the student has uploaded the file for a class into SafeAssign, 

and the next consideration would be was it for a different class or not. That could be a sign the 

student has submitted it for another class and is trying to pass it off as an original work. A 
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conversation with the student should be held at that point to determine whether the piece is 

plagiarized.  

The report opens in another tab and displays the paper on the left and data comparisons on the 

right. To the right, the Citations list reveals the potential sources for the paper, sources meaning 

matches to other people’s papers. They are color coded and numbered with the spots in the paper 

that source matched. Sometimes the list will find the sources the student used, and sometimes it 

finds a resource that is similar to the original. When you know a source can be eliminated as a 

potential plagiarism source, meaning the student did not plagiarize the resource, you can exclude 

it.  

1. Click the “Select Sources & Resubmit” button. 

2. Uncheck the box to the left of the resources to be 

excluded. 

3. Click the “Resubmit” button. 

4. Close the paper, and return to the document later.  

SafeAssign will review the paper again, showing the 

“Report in progress” message again, and in a few 

minutes, you can return to the student’s paper for a 

fresh report.  
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Part of the review process also includes looking at the statements highlighted and determining if 

that portion of the paper is in fact plagiarized. The yellow highlighted material below reads as 

plagiarized because SafeAssign has matched that information with a website. Reading the 

material, however, reveals the resource is common language and common knowledge, so that 

resource could be excluded. Your skills in evaluating quoted material, paraphrased material, and 

blatantly copied-and-pasted material are crucial here.  

 

The blue highlighted material with source 2 should be examined more closely. Click the number 

or highlighted material. The suspected entry appears with the student’s words on the left and 

matching source on the right. It reveals how similar to the source the student’s writing is. That 

might be all the information needed to rule in or rule out a match. In this case, the information is 

rather specific, so talking with the student about citing facts or specific passages might be 

appropriate. 

 

SafeAssign will include quotes, so if you can talk with the student about ensuring he or she uses 

the exact language from the quote, surrounds the material with not one but both quotation marks, 

includes an in-text citation, and provides a Works Cited entry, then they are fine, as seen with the 

highlights below.  

 

 

 

It’s crucial for both the instructor and student to read through the report carefully. The source the 

report displays might or might not be the actual source used, and another person (student, article 

author, Internet resource author, etc.) could have cited that same quote in his or her paper, too. 


